
 

 

1st Annual Albatwitch Festival - Columbia, Pennsylvania 
September 27, 2014 

 

Speakers 
 

10:00 AM Chris Vera 
The History and Underground Railroad in Columbia, Pennsylvania 

 
11:30 AM Rick Fisher 

Mysterious Creatures in Pennsylvania 
 

1:00 PM Kathy Kreiter Rothenberger 
Elementals 

 
2:30 PM John Sabol 

“Centralia – What Lies Beneath: The Afterlife of a Landscape of Destruction” 
 

4:00 PM Johnathan Williams 
The Forgotten Souls of Gettysburg 

 
All lectures will be held at the Columbia Historic Preservation Society 

Located at 21 North Second Street 
 

Music 
 

12:00 PM Albatwitch 
 

2:00 PM Two Good Handfuls 
 

Apple Pie Judging Contest 
 

1:00 PM 200 block of Locust Street 

 

Food, Kids Games and Raffle Prizes!  
 

First 500 visitors receive a bag of Herr’s Chips and 
Turkey Hill drink. 

Ghosts of Columbia Walking Tour 
 

Saturday evening after the festival 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
$15.00 per person, register early to reserve your spot. 

Call 717-341-7574 or 717-572-7149 
Tour starts at the National Museum of Mysteries and Research Center 

301 Locust Street 
 

Attractions 
 

Columbia Historical Preservation Society 
 

National Museum of Mysteries and Research Center 
 

Columbia watch and Clock Museum 
 

Wrights Ferry Mansion 
 

First National Bank Museum 
 

Turkey Hill Experience 
 

Toll Booth Antiques 
 

Burning Bridge Antiques 
 

State Theater Antique Mall 
 

Watermelon Rind 
 

Hinkle’s Pharmacy 
 

Columbia Kettle Works 
 

All events are tentative and subject to change. 

We hope you enjoy the festival and hope to see you again next year. 
Chris Vera – Rick Fisher – and the staff of the Albatwitch Festival. 

 



 

 

The Albatwitch 
 
    These spookily-named apparitions have been the belief 
and cultural dread of the Susquehannock Indians for many 
years, existing as local bogeymen but also with relations to 
hairy hominids such as Bigfoot. The Albatwitch however, is 
a slightly smaller form, around four to five feet in height, 
also sighted in York County. 
     The Indians paid homage to these elusive monsters by 
carving images of these fiends on their battle shields, to 
create fear and trepidation. Despite being reasonably small 
in stature and having such a fearsome reputation, the 
Albatwitch is said to mainly feast on apples and is often 
considered a cunning creature which steals, usually from 
those who are relaxing with a woodland picnic, only to find 
their apples missing. The beast lurks in the shade of trees 
and snatches the apples, and that's where its eerie name 
originates, deriving from "apple snitch."  
     It seems that the critters have ape-like characteristics and 
have even been known to playfully throw the remains of the 
apples back at the people they stole them from. 
The legend of the Albatwitch, which comes mainly from the 
area known as Chickie Rock, sounds like a vague yet 
unsettling spook tale. It is said that the monsters make their 
presence known by peculiar whip-crack noises which 
emanate from the dark woods, and although sightings still 
allegedly persist of these creatures it is believed they were 
driven to extinction during the early 1900s either due to lack 
of woodland or fading superstition, but the reality is, such 
mysterious forms resemble that faceless entity we all fear, 
that unnerving aspect of the unknown. 
Please drop a couple apples in your yard to keep the legend 
alive! 

                                                             
 

 

                                                                                     
 

 

 

                                                                                           
 

 

 

                                                                                        
 

 

                                                                        

                                                                                
 

 

 

 

                                   


